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Introduction to the Commentary
You may refer to this section either before or after you do your reading. Although I am calling this section the Commentary, it is more like notes. My comments are not exhaustive; I am just sharing with you some of what I think is significant in the passage. I hope it will be enough to help you along in your own study and meditation of the passage.

Of course you should feel free to do your own research and make your own notes in your journal if you like. It’s very likely you will encounter parts of the passage that stand out to you which I did not address adequately.
Although each week’s worth of commentary entries should be seven in number you will find eight. That is because Sundays will be entered twice. Since each week begins on Sunday but you won’t receive your notes for the following week till midday on Sunday, and since many of you may be doing these readings for your morning devotions, you will find the Sunday entry of the next week at the end of the present week’s entries. And you will find it again at the beginning of the commentary notes for the next week. That way the Commentary will stay coordinated with the Reading Schedule.
Daily Reading Commentary, Week 1

November 30—December 7, 2008 

Luke 1:1-4 (Sunday, Nov. 30) Luke wrote this Gospel for Theophilus. He was probably some Roman official who became a convert. But how appropriate for us that his name means “friend of God.” That is what God is calling each of us to be. So this Gospel is for you,  O Friend-of-God, “that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.” (ref: Sunday sermon, Nov. 16)

John 1:1-18 (Monday, Dec. 1) The prologue of John reaches back to before the beginning—even before Genesis, telling of us of the life of the Word with God. It then tells of creation by the Word and reaches its climax in the Incarnation of the Word—“the Word became flesh.” Then we receive the Word (rejected by his own) and we are born of God. Even as John confesses “we beheld his glory,” so we can trust that as we make our way through Luke’s Gospel, we also will behold “the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

Genesis 3 (Tuesday, Dec. 2) This is the story of the Fall—the downfall of our first parents into disobedience and sin. We each are heirs of that falleness, which is why we need a Redeemer. But this chapter also contains the first messianic promise: that the woman’s offspring would crush the serpent’s head. Luke 1 and 2 will tell us of the coming of the woman’s Offspring, the “Seed of the woman” as the older versions have it. How significant that only Luke traces Jesus’ human genealogy back to Adam (and Eve).

Genesis 18:1-15 (Wednesday, Dec.3) Here is the account of the Three Visitors who came to see Abraham and who announced to him that Sarah would bear him a son within the year. It seems that the barren woman becomes God’s favorite way of introducing something new into the scheme of things—for this is only first instance of a theme that will repeated in God’s dealings with humanity down through the ages. These resonances of human failure and divine intervention will culminate in the annunciations to Zechariah and also to Mary herself. “For nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).

Genesis 21:1-7 (Thursday, Dec. 4) This narrative of promise fulfillment contains elements that will recur in future fulfillments. Note the similarities between Sarah’s words of wonder and gratitude and Elizabeth’s in Luke 1:25. And not only joy and wonder but also humor and irony are involved. Isaac means “he laughs.” Both Sarah and Elizabeth in their respective situations must have chuckled to themselves. Gabriel promised Zechariah that their little boy John would be a joy and a delight to them.

Exodus 1:8-2:10 (Friday, Dec. 5) Another birth narrative, this time of Moses. The stories of God’s intervention into the human situation often begin with the preparation and birth of the one he will use to bring deliverance. God is at work in the birth of children and who can tell whether those being born at this very moment will someday be instrumental in God’s saving purpose in the earth? I think with Roe v. Wade we came back under the regime of a pharaoh who does not know Joseph and the war against children continues. So it was at the time of Christ’s birth and yet we know who will win.

Judges 13 (Dec. 6) This is the story of Samson’s birth. Again the similarities are striking, especially between Samson and John the Baptist. In both cases, the angel’s instructions for the son born out of barreness indicated that he will be a Nazirite (see Numbers 6). In both cases the women seem to be more clued in than the men. Zechariah is mute while Elizabeth rejoices in what God is doing. Mrs. Manoah reassures Mr. Manoah that God intended good things for them, otherwise the angel would not have gone to all this trouble (v.23).

Luke 1:5-25 (Dec. 7) Finally we begin the story! Again, God begins his intervention in the earth (and this will be his grandest intervention!) with an old insignificant couple, beyond hope of having children. Poor Zechariah! This would likely be the only time in his life, he would serve in the temple. I’m sure he went in with a certain amount of awe; he was concerned that he perform the rite correctly. But the last thing he expected was to come face to face with the angel of the Lord! Note Gabriel’s promise that fits with Malachi’s promise of Elijah. The last words spoken in the Old Testament are the first words spoken at the coming of the New. John will be the prophet to go before the Lord, preparing his way. Who has the Lord used in your life to prepare for his coming to you personally? Notice Elizabeth’s joy and relief now that the shame of barreness has been removed from her. “The Lord has done this for me.”

Daily Reading Commentary, Week 2

December 7—14, 2008 

Luke 1:5-25. (Sunday, Dec. 7) Here is the sum of what we shared with each other on Sunday: All the characters in this narrative speak to us in our various places in life and in faith. We would construct different prayers based on whom we are identifying with. If we are like Zechariah it would be, “Lord help my unbelief.” If, Elizabeth, “Thank you Lord, for doing this for me!” If we are the worshippers waiting for Zechariah to come out of the temple, it might be, “How long, O Lord?” or “O Lord, what are you up to?” If we are like Gabriel, trying to tell someone the truth and they won’t believe us, it could be, “Dear Lord, open their eyes!” As we identify with the characters we become witnesses of the story in a greater way.

Psalm 72 (Monday, Dec. 8) I wonder if this was David’s prayer for Solomon. If so, he never lived up to it. In any case, it is a royal psalm that describes the ideal king—someone far superior to Solomon and longer lived. This psalm is filled with Messianic hope and it must have kindled the hearts of those who were waiting for God’s kingdom all through the centuries until Christ’s coming. Its scope and promise is universal: “All nations will be blessed through him and they will call him blessed” (v.17). It still kindles hope within us!

Psalm 96 (Tuesday, Dec. 9) What a picture of all creation rejoicing at the coming of the Lord! And what a picture of the heavenly creation rejoicing when Christ comes to us at Bethlehem (Luke 2). There are certainly some striking resonances in this psalm. 

Isaiah 8:18-9:7 (Wednesday, Dec. 10) This is one of the great Messianic passages in Isaiah. It begins with the darkness and futility that people are experiencing after they have put their trust in things other than the Lord. And then somehow by the mercy of God, the Light dawns for these folks living under judgment. The Prince of Peace comes and war with all its instruments and arms becomes obsolete—“fuel for the fire.” The reason is rooted in the Nativity—“For to us a child is born…”

Jeremiah 31:31-37 (Thursday, Dec. 11) This is great Old Testament promise of the New Covenant where God writes his laws and his ways on our hearts. The challenge for God is how to get to our hearts so that he can write on them. When Jesus penetrated into the heart of this creation by being born among us, he also made a way to get into our hardened hearts. Notice how much the book of Hebrews makes use of this passage and also how much it speaks of Jesus’ sacrifice once for all. Jesus’ Incarnation, death and resurrection is the way God uses to write his laws—laws of loving him and loving our neighbor.

Malachi 3:1-4 (Friday, Dec. 12) This is a prophecy of the coming of John the Baptist and then of the coming of Jesus. John is “my messenger” who prepares the way “before me” or as the old KJV has is more literally, “before my face.” Jesus is the “messenger of the covenant,” the “Lord you are seeking.” Notice the promise for purification. How we need it!

Proverbs 30:4 (Saturday, Dec. 13) Agur’s Riddle. See if you can figure it out.

Luke 1:26-38 (Sunday, Dec. 14) The Annunciation. Now a new chronology begins—from the time of John’s conception. In the sixth month of his formation within Elizabeth, Gabriel visits Mary and tells her that she will bear God’s Son. Wow! Can you imagine it? Bach wrote his Tocata and Fugue in D Minor, which begins with those striking opening notes on the organ, when he was believing into the Story and trying to evoke the soul-storm that Mary must have felt as she was trying to comprehend Gabriel’s awesome news. How will it happen? V.35 episkiazo, “overshadow” is the same as the cloud overshadowing everyone on the Mount of Transfiguration in all 3 Gospels and in the OT the cloud that “settled upon” the Tabernacle (Exod.40:35). Would to God that we would have Mary’s faith: “Let it be to me as you have said.” Or as the old version has it: “Let it be to me according to thy word.”

Luke Project Daily Reading Commentary, Week 3

December 14—21, 2008 

I am adding a new feature to the Commentary this week. The numbers in brackets after the date in parentheses are the page numbers where the passage can be found in your Kingdom Come/Kingdom Go edition of Luke and Acts. For example, in the entry below, you find [12-13] after the day and date, (Sunday, Dec. 14). That means you can find the passage where Gabriel visits Mary on pages 12 and 13 in your paperback edition of Luke and Acts. But remember, you are not obligated to use this edition; it is merely for your convenience.
Luke 1:26-38 (Sunday, Dec. 14) [12-13] The Annunciation. This was the text of last week’s sermon. “Let it be to me according to your word.” God has chosen each of us to form Christ within us in the sense of his nature and character coming forth in our nature and character. We don’t need a visit from Gabriel to tell us this. We have the clear teaching of the New Testament. We are called to be like Jesus. We are impressed with grand confessions and commitments—but  are we willing to say to the Lord in the little things of life, “Let it be to me according to your word”? For example, God calls us to be kind and considerate with each other. Let it be to us according to his word!

Luke 1:39-45 (Monday, Dec. 15) [13] Mary Visits Elizabeth. Undoubtedly, once Mary receives this astounding news, that she will be the mother of Messiah, she seeks the fellowship of someone who will believe her and understand her. On a tip from Gabriel, Mary realizes that her cousin Elizabeth may indeed understand what’s going on with her. So she travels down to the hill country of Judea to visit her kinswoman. I think we each need a “Cousin Elizabeth.” Someone in our corner to cheer us on, encourage us to continue with the Lord, stand with us when no one else around has a clue about what is really happening with us. And if you are like Mary, praying, “Let it be to me…”, can I be like Elizabeth to encourage you and commend you in cooperating with God’s purpose? I hope so. And will you be like Elizabeth for me? I hope so. I think this dynamic of reverence for each other is part of what we are called to be as brothers and sisters in Christ.

1 Samuel 1:1-28. (Tuesday, Dec. 16) The Birth of Samuel. Note the similarities in this story and the birth narratives in Luke. Again God chooses a barren woman. Like John, Samuel is a prophet sent to Israel on the threshold of a kingdom. Both are Nazirites dedicated to the Lord. Samuel calls forth David to be king. John baptizes Jesus and recognizes him and points to him as the King of God’s Kingdom. God works in Hannah’s family to bring forth his purpose and provision for all of Israel. God works in Elizabeth’s family to bring forth his purpose for all of Israel. He works in these humble, devout families even while corruption occurs at the top of the religious system. In Hannah’s time, Eli’s sons perverted the sacrifices for personal gain. In Elizabeth’s time, the chief priests were clients of Herod, who very likely had bought the office.

1 Samuel 2:1-11 (Wednesday, Dec. 17) Hannah’s Song. The parallels are not only with Elizabeth and Hannah, now we notice how similar Hannah’s Song is to Mary’s. Imagine what Hannah did! She gives her only son to serve at the Tabernacle. She gives her son to the Lord and he gives her a song. Hannah is (as I have mentioned in the Psalm project) the foremother of the psalmists. God works in this obscure woman who is finally granted her prayer to bear a child. Note the similarity of themes: God deposing the proud and lifting the humble; God as Savior; God’s personal interest and care. Look in the Articles Section for “Hannah’s and Mary’s Songs Compared.”

Luke 1:46-56 (Thursday, Dec. 18) [13-14] Mary’s Song, the Magnificat. We have come to call it thus because in the Latin Vulgate, the first word of the song is “Magnificat,” as in “my soul magnifies the Lord.” Even as Hannah is the foremother of the psalmists, Mary is the first psalmist in the New Testament. She is praising God as a first fruits, the harbinger of a time when all people on earth shall glorify and magnify the Lord their Savior. Note the anti-establishment tone in her song of God putting down despotic rulers. (Herod has good reason to be alarmed.) Hers is the song of the disenfranchised, the marginalized. In more ways than one, she is the first Pentecostal. ( Mary stays with Elizabeth for about three months. Note the kindness of the Lord to make sure she begins this awesome spiritual journey with a sympathetic soul, Elizabeth, probably the only one on earth who understands her.

Micah 5:2-5a (Friday, Dec. 19) The Promise to Bethlehem. Bethlehem was an obscure village in David’s time and at the time of Christ it was still a backwater, “small among the clans of Judah.” The one to rule Israel will come from obscurity, from humble origins—and yet in v.2 we learn that his “goings forth are from the days of eternity.” The humble Savior will be born in Bethlehem and yet he also comes from the Eternal, from the bosom of the Father. Note the promise at the end of v.4, “his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.” So even now, as we celebrate his coming at Christmastime, we cause the despots to tremble, for we are trusting for the full outworking of this prophecy where the whole earth will honor Christ Jesus as King.

Isaiah 35 (Saturday, Dec. 20) The Ransomed of the Lord Return. This is one of the most beautiful prophecies of what it will be like when God comes to us. The injuries done to humanity will be healed. Those whose names and souls have been eclipsed by their afflictions will be restored. So often we identify a person by what is wrong with them: that blind man, this deaf person, that lame girl. Jesus sees past all that and pulls each one into wholeness. And the exiles will return, return to their homeland, their beloved city. This is a great theme in Isaiah, matching the original Exodus from Egypt in Israel’s salvation story. Now after judgment, the Lord will have mercy and draw his people back. And the Lord shall open up the return, not only to the exiles of Israel, but to the whole human race, we who have been exiled from the Garden since the beginning. Jesus makes a way, the way of holiness, a way for us all to return. He pays our ransom.

Luke 1:57-66 (Sunday, Dec. 21) [14] John the Baptist Is Born. Notice how time of solitude is over. Now Elizabeth’s relatives and her friends and neighbors are there to celebrate and help with the birth. “They shared her joy.” I would guess that Luke is describing a gathering of women here at the birth. Later at the circumcision the men will be present. When they assume that the child will be named after his father, Elizabeth speaks up—a woman’s voice is heard where normally only men speak. And she lets them know that they do not have the authority to name him; he already has a name, a name he has had even before he was conceived. Others may try to name us; only God knows our true names. It is with that name that he calls us forth in the new birth. Zechariah confirms Elizabeth’s interruption of the naming of the child and he is set free to speak and praise the Lord.
